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The United Nation’s (UN) Universal Declaration of Human Rights, established in 1948, stipulates for an identity to every individual. Biometric technologies, the science using physiological characteristics to uniquely identify individuals, are rapidly giving many people, especially those in developing countries, that right.[image: eye_finger]
 The most commonly used biometrics are fingerprints, iris, retina, vascular, DNA, voice, hand writing, ears, facial, and gait, 

The science of biometric identification technologies is advancing rapidly, with many countries adopting them. There is a wide gap between common belief and the reality. This site's ambition is to dispel the myths.

The various technologies have widely differing performance capabilities and costs. The information that is available originates from academia, the military, the sellers, security organizations, police and government agencies. 

Often the sellers portray their solutions as a panacea, and none of them are. Demystifying the science requires a lot of research. 

Our aim is to make that a lot easier.

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) offer a summary of the current status:
"To date, biometric technologies are the most definitive, real-time identity management tools currently available, yet according to the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) Subcommittee on Biometrics and Identity Management, many shortcomings of these tools have yet to be addressed."
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[bookmark: footnotes]Footnotes:
	This ICAO document establishes facial recognition supplemented by fingerprints and/or iris recognition as the biometric modalities of choice for International travel documents, including passports. It's influence has been profound. Many developed countries were influenced to adopt facial recognition and fingerprints as the modalities for travel documents and national ID. 
	This Center for Global Development document provides comprehensive insights into the development of a biometric national ID system, distinguishing the requirements of developing countries from those that are already developed, and provides insights into various national biometric projects around the world. 
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